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perhaps more than enough has been already urged in
reply to an objection, which is built on ground so
indefensible, as that which would equally warrant
our condemning any physical or moral faculty alto-
gether, on account of its being occasionally abused.

As to the position of our opponent, that there is
no way whereby the validity of any pretensions to
the religious affections may be ascertained, it must
partly be admitted. Doubtless we are not able
always to read the hearts of men, and to discover their
real characters; and hence it is, that we in some mea-
sure lie open to the false and hypocritical pretences
which are brought forward against us so trium-
phantly. But then these pretences no more prove all
similar claims to be founded in falsehood and hypo-
crisy, than there having been many false and inte-
rested pretenders to wisdom and honesty, would
prove that there can be no such thing as a wise or
an honest man. We do not argue thus but where
our reason is under a corrupt bias. Why should we
be so much surprised and scandalized, when these
impostors are detected in the church of Christ ? It
is no more than our blessed Master himself taught
us to expect; and when the old difficulty is stated,
" Didst thou not sow good seed in thy field ? whence
then hath it tares!" his own answer furnishes the
best solution, u An enemy hath done this." Hypo-
crisy is indeed detestable^ and enthusiasm sufficiently
mischievous to justify our guarding against its
approaches with jealous care. Yet it may not be
improper to take this occasion for observing that we
are now and then apt to draw too unfavourable con-
clusions from unpleasant appearances, which may
perhaps be chiefly or altogether owing to gross or
confused conceptions, or to a disgusting formality
of demeanour, or to indeterminate, low, or improperly
familiar expressions. The mode and language, in